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pressure of foreign and civil war. The delay in appointing
this strong executive had increased the need for its absolute
supremacy, and it obtained a despotic authority, which made
it more powerful than any tyranny that ever existed, with
absolute dominion over the lives and property of all French-
men It did not attaiK this authority at, once, but as months
passed by the advantage of its strength became more obvious,
and when, on October 10, the Convention, on the motion of
Saint-Just, decreed that the constitution of 1793, which it had
promulgated in the summer, was suspended, and proclaimed
the existence of revolutionary government until a general
peace, it practically confirmed the despotism of the Committee
of Public Safety.

The election of a committee of nine deputies, who were to
exercise supreme executive authority, meet in secret, and
report weekly to the Convention, had been proposed by
Isnard on behalf of the cumbrous Committee of General
Defence, and the proposition had been warmly supported Ly
Danton, and carried in spite of the opposition of BuzotT It
was elected on April 7, and consisted of Barere, Delmas,
Breard, Cambon, Danton, Guyton-Morveau, Treilhard, Lacioix,
and Robert Lindet, and on the same day it made its first step
towards power by carrying a motion that the representatives
on mission should report to it instead of to the Convention.
A few weeks' experience was enough to prove its utility, and
on May 30, when it was decided to promulgate a republican
constitution at once, the task was confided to the Committee
of Public Safety, which was reinforced by the election of five
deputies for this special purpose, Herault de Sechelles,
Mathieu, Ramel, Couthon, and Saint-Just. During the month
of June three changes were made by the election of Berlier
in the place of Breard, who retired from illness, and of
Gasparin and Jean Bon Saint-Andre in the place of Treilhard
and Mathieu, sent on mission to Bordeaux.2 The services of
the new committee did not at first meet with the recognition
due to its vigour in acting against the federalist insurrections,
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